
WISBOROUGH GREEN
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

  JANUARY 2012

     WINTER MEETINGS  THE CHAPEL, SPY LANE, LOXWOOD       7:30 PM

MONDAY  -  02nd  JANUARY 2012

OXALIC ACID

Meet at Dounhurst at 10:00 am

THURSDAY  -  19th JANUARY 2012

THE BEE AND BUTTERFLY GARDEN

Monica Lucas is a member of our Chichester Division and has now retired from a life of various 
careers.  She started her working life in an administrative post within the pension scheme of Imperial 
Tobacco, following which she joined the army and spent 6 years in experimental gunnery.  Her interest 
in horticulture developed over a six year period working in the GLC Parks Department where she 
secured formal qualifications and subsequently worked with Dr Peter Thompson at the seed bank at 
Wakehurst Place. In the interim, she has run her own nursery in Somerset, after managing the village 
shop and post office for 9 years and has now retired to tend her 3 acre garden at Sidlesham.

THURSDAY  -  16TH FEBRUARY 2012

MEMBERS EVENING

An open evening - come along and recount your own experiences of beekeeping for the benefit of all 
present, problems encountered, successes achieved, new ideas put to the test, amusing experiences, or 
questions.

Officers and Contact Information:

President Mr Roger Patterson   01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com
Chairman Mr Tom Moore   01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com
Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan  01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover  01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
Membership Mrs Judy Knight   01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Mr Chris Peach    01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com
Website:     www.wgbka.org.uk

IMPORTANT  - MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2012

YOU ARE KINDLY REMINDED THAT MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW DUE

PLEASE SEE NOVEMBER’S NEWSLETTER OR THE WEBSITE FOR FORMS



PATTERSON IN PRINT

Last January the first sentence of PIP was “I think this is the coldest start to a winter I have ever known, and 

apart from the odd couple of occasions bees have been confined to their hives for 3 weeks now.” A little bit different 

than a year later. I have never believed in global warming until now! On December 12th I walked on the North 

Downs with a small group of friends and a lot of dogs. I was in shirtsleeves and we saw a lot of flowers in bloom that 

you would not expect to find in December. These included milkwort, blackberry, vipers bugloss and mignonette.

The warm weather has probably had quite an effect on the bees as many beekeepers are reporting their colonies are 

light despite being fed heavily. This presumably because the queens are still laying and the brood needs feeding. I 

hefted the bees at the apiary and my own and I’m pleased to say they are all still reasonably heavy apart from one. As 

you all know I don’t favour prolific bees as they usually rear brood throughout the winter anyway.

There has been some discussion about brood rearing during the winter and varroa drop in general. Richard Dyer has 

monitored the bees at Dounhurst and they have a very low count. Most of the colonies were showing signs of some 

brood rearing. There is little or no information but it seems logical to me that colonies that have brood throughout 

the winter are likely to have a lower drop because most of the varroa will be in the brood. This will surely give a higher 

varroa load later and we will all need to be careful. I’m not sure that oxalic acid will give the normal benefits if there is 

much brood, but we should still use it, as we need to give our bees the best chance of being healthy.

The unusually warm weather can cause problems in other areas. If you need to move bees they need at least 3 weeks 

of non-flying weather otherwise they will return home. Colonies can’t afford to lose many bees during the winter. If 

you do have to move bees in winter don’t use the summer rule of 3ft a day, because in winter not all bees fly every day. 

They could alight some distance from where they returned to the last time they flew.

The “Winter learning” sessions will all go ahead, but I’m a little disappointed in the response to emails. If you haven’t 

returned the details please do so, even if you don’t wish to attend. All the presentations are finished and we are ready 

to go. Further details will follow by email to those who have responded.

Some time ago several people asked me if they could be involved in the queen rearing group this year. I am prepared 

to run a winter session of perhaps half a day on colony assessment and rearing queens from desirable colonies, 

either by using natural queen cells the bees often provide us with, or by artificial means as we mainly do in the queen 

rearing group. If you would like to be involved then please email me and I will fix something up. Bee improvement is 

something we should all be trying to do and this will give ideas on what to look for in your colonies when inspecting 

them.



I have been busy so far and with Fionn Turnbull’s help we have been able to update both Dave Cushman’s www.dave-

cushman.net and BIBBA  www.bibba.com websites. Dave Cushman’s website is generally acknowledged to be the 

world’s most comprehensive and authoritative beekeeping website and one of the first places to look for information.

I am in the process of reviewing all the BBKA leaflets and in the next few months they should replace the old ones on 

the BBKA website www.bbka.org.uk. Not only will there be the normal printed versions, but we have introduced a 

PDF version that can be laminated if needed. Have a look at them because some have been largely rewritten and some 

have been combined.

My first book “Beekeeping. A Practical Guide” will be released on Feb16th, two days before our Beginners Day. This 

has been written specifically for non-beekeepers and those who have just started. It is deliberately not in any great 

depth, but enough to give the raw beginner an indication of what is needed to get started. The publishers seem to have 

been working overtime and some weeks ago I was told it was on Amazon. It is now in several other places including 

Canada! I know the title is very similar to another book, but the sales dept of the publishers made the decision.

I recently helped Martin Hill with a colony he had just acquired from some distance away. I’m mentioning it because 

it highlights the difference in the levels of beekeeping knowledge and teaching. Apparently the previous owner had 

only recently taken up beekeeping, went to beginners classes and joined his local BKA. All the things we normally 

encourage. He seemed a sensible person, but had got virtually no help from the BKA who seemed very insular. This 

seemed to be the reason he gave up, so he was obviously responsible enough to realise he couldn’t manage on his own.

Martin was unable to inspect the bees before moving them, but was told they had not had any varroa treatment, no 

honey taken and hadn’t been fed. They were on brood and a half. Daisy helped him move them and she realised they 

were very light. We inspected them on a fairly warm day and on taking off the crown board it was clear they were very 

short of food with probably no more than 1lb altogether, most of which was granulated. There was absolutely no food 

in the brood box and it was clear there had been no brood rearing for some time although there were quite a lot of 

bees. The colony would have been dead in a week if nothing had been done. We fully inspected the colony, didn’t see 

any varroa mites and also checked for AFB scales.

Daisy had realised what the situation might be, so had bought some fondant in bags. The turn of the year is far too 

early to feed syrup and in normal circumstances the best chance of saving a colony like this is to give it combs of food 

from other colonies, but these weren’t available. All we could do was to remove some empty combs from the super, 

cut the bag of fondant and lay it over the combs in the brood box, fill up the super with the combs that had food in 

and fill the gap with packing to retain heat.

Martin will do well to get them through the winter, but if he does it will be a good learning experience for all three of 

us, because I have never had to deal with a situation like this. 

Roger



WISBOROUGH GREEN BEGINNERS & IMPROVERS DAY 2012 

Details can be obtained here: 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%202012.pdf

Application Form here:

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Form%202012.
pdf   

Paynes will be there all day, so even if you are not attending the day there is the opportunity 
to place an order for collection from Pulborough Village Hall on the day (for example, if you 
need supplies of fondant to top up feed for your bees).

Beginners and Improvers Beekeeping Day:  Saturday 18th February 2012

EXAMS...EXAMS...EXAMS

You should all be aware that there are various levels and types of assessment and 

examination that you can take within BBKA.

The closing date for anyone wanting to enter to take any of the written Modules in March 

2012 is 10th February, and we have to get the forms to the West Sussex Exam Secretary 

ahead of that date.  Modules 1, 2, 5 & 7 can be sat at that time.

If any member wishes to enter modules please let Tom know as soon as possible, by email 

to stone.house@btinternet.com



OXALIC ACID

The date for Oxalic Acid treatment and distr ibut ion to members has now been set.

Meet at Dounhurst at 10.00 a.m. on Monday 2nd January 2012.

We will treat all the Division’s hives, and once this has been done there is an opportunity for those who are 
interested to go on with Roger to our developing new site near Kirdford and treat the hives there.

Oxalic acid solution will be supplied at the same time to those members who have ordered it from Tom (see 
December newsletter for details). There is no charge. Syringes suitable for application will be available at a cost 
of £1.25.

You must bring with you a suitable container. This should be glass or plastic, and preferably with a leak- proof 
plastic lid (oxalic acid will corrode metal and must not come into contact with your skin).

The volume supplied per hive will be about 40ml so a fairly small bottle will suffice. If you are unable to collect 
from Dounhurst on the arranged date you can make arrangements to collect from Petworth in the few days
Immediately after. 

Email only,    stone.house@btinternet .com

Please note that there will not be any surplus for anyone who hasn’t ordered it. I have chased up everyone who 
was supplied last year, and will make up only enough for the orders, as the solution must be fresh.

We will not be giving specific advice to members on the use of Oxalic Acid but can refer you to reliable sources. 
However we will provide directions for use as follows:-

Oxalic Acid – Directions for Use
You have been supplied with a 1:1 sugar syrup solution (1kg sugar in 1 litre distilled water) containing oxalic 
acid, for use as a hive cleanser and as recommended by our bee inspector as one element of a programme 
for varroa control.  The solution is at a concentration of 3.2% oxalic acid (weight/volume), more commonly 
expressed as a 4.5% oxalic acid dehydrate solution.

Caution - oxalic acid is toxic to humans.  Please take great care.  We recommend the use of rubber gloves 
when handling.  WGBKA will not accept any liability following the use of this product.

Application - trickle 5ml of solution directly onto the bees in each occupied seam of the hive, using a plastic 
syringe.  The solution should go directly onto the bees, not onto the top bars. Avoid metal parts.  Ideally the 
air temperature should be above zero degrees Celsius; keep the hive open for as short a time as possible.

You should record the date and quantity of oxalic acid used, as a part of your permanent records.



WSBKA ANNUAL CONVENTION 2012

The West Sussex Beekeepers’ Convention, a day-long series of lectures and seminars, is always an excellent 
day.  Lots of information, a broad range of subjects, and incredibly good value.

The programme for the 2012 Convention should be attached to this newsletter.  It is probably the best I 
have known in my time as a member, and I strongly recommend you to attend if you possible can.  With 
the choice of sessions to attend there is something for everyone, at whatever stage you are with your 
beekeeping – in fact it is quite a task to choose, as I want to be in two places at once for much of the day!

This year, for the first time, lunch is included, so the day is even better value.  Paynes will also be present 
with a good range of stock, and can bring orders if there are things you need.  I suggest you get a booking 
form and a cheque off to Christine Stevens as soon as possible.

TOM

Attached to this newsletter are the full details and booking form for the 2012 convention, and there is 
more information in the article in County News.  There is a special, discounted, price for members of 
West Sussex Beekeepers, so, as a member of Wisborough Green Beekeepers, you are automatically a 
member of West Sussex Beekeepers and are able to take advantage of this discount.

It should be a great day and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Christine
Mrs Christine Stevens
Convention Organiser
West Sussex Beekeepers Association

ADVANCED NOTICE

We will have an apiary meeting on Sun Feb19th at 2.00 to check the stores situation of the colonies. 

This will be preceded by Sunday lunch for those who wish. Full details in Feb newsletter



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
At Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield, Pulborough RH20 1LZ   

 
The West Sussex Beekeepers Association is pleased to invite beekeepers,  and those 
interested in beekeeping to attend their Annual Convention.  The event is intended to be 
of interest to beekeepers at all levels.  As well as the main lectures,  the day includes 
specialist seminars as well as some of more general interest.   

 
Main Lectures 

  
 Swarming and How to Prevent it  Dinah Sweet 
 
 Winter Preparation Begins Now    Dr Ivor Davis  
 
 Mechanisms of Guarding and  
   Nestmate Recognition in Bees  Dr Margaret Couvillon  

 
In addition delegates have a choice of seminars, choosing one from each session: 
 

Seminar Session 1 
 Pollen Examination in Honey      Dinah Sweet  
 Risks & Responsibilities from Hive to Jar  Carol Gilbert 
 Taking the General Husbandry Certificate   Alastair Welch 
 
Seminar Session 2 
 Honey Bee Pheromones      Dr Ivor Davis  
 Bee Health - Upcoming issues     Alan Byham 
 Cooking with Honey      Rosemary Moon 
 

For all your beekeeping needs, Paynes Southdown Bee Farms  
will be present at the Convention 

 
The Convention is even better value this year - Lunch is included in the price 

  
Advance booking per person WSBKA members £20  

Members of other associations, and non-members, £25 
on the day, if space allows, £25 

 
Full details and booking form on the following pages,  

also see the WSBKA website (www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex )  
or contact Christine Stevens  01243 533559 or email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com 

 

 

Annual Convention 

25th February 2012 
 

9.30 am  to 4.30 pm 



West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association Annual Convention—25th February 2012 
 
Details of the Day and Speakers’ Profiles 
 

The West Sussex Beekeepers‟ convention has again attracted top speakers, to cover a wide range of topics throughout the 
day. As well as the main lectures, you can choose from three different topics in each of the two seminars sessions.  Please 
indicate your first choices, and also second choices, as spaces on some seminars will be limited. We will, of course, do our 
best to meet your individual wishes.  Please apply as soon as possible to have the best chance of attending your preferred 
seminars.  We hope there will be plenty to interest you.   
 

 
Dinah Sweet  started her beekeeping with husband John, 34 years ago.  They have lived in Caerphilly (on the north side of a 

mountain) for last 20 years with break for 5 years in the Caribbean. Dinah is the President of Welsh Beekeepers and also the 
Chairman of BIBBA.   She looks after Cardiff Beekeepers' Association's teaching apiary as well as having hives of her own. 
She holds the Senior BBKA Certificate, the UK Certificate in Apiculture and a Diploma in Apiculture from Cardiff University with 
distinction for dissertation on 'pollen examination in Hampshire honeys'.   Dinah‟s main lecture will be on ‘Swarming and How 
to Prevent it’, and she will also present a seminar on her specialist subject of „Pollen Examination in Honey’. 
 
Dr Ivor Davis  is a Past President of the BBKA and also his local Association Avon BKA. He is presently the Project Manager 

of the BBKA Course in a Case and authored both the Introduction and Novice Courses.  He lectures for the NDB short course 
programme on Successful Wintering and is very keen on supporting fellow beekeepers who want to learn more about bees and 
beekeeping. He is a member of the BBKA Examinations Board, an examiner at all levels for the BBKA, a council member of the 
International Bee Research Association (IBRA) and manages the lecture programme at the BBKA Spring Convention.  In his 
spare time he runs his own management consultancy company and enjoys life with his wife and family in North Somerset.  
Ivor‟s main lecture entitled ‘Winter Preparation Begins now’ will show how simple management practices through the year 
will help your bees survive winter.  He will also present a seminar on „Honey Bee Pheromones’, providing an insight into some 
of the mysteries of the operation of a colony of bees. 

 
 Dr Margaret Couvillon  is a postdoctoral fellow working with Dr Francis Ratnieks on his Sussex Plan for Honey Bee Health 

and Well-being at the University of Sussex.  As a doctoral student working with him at Sheffield University, Margaret studied 
mechanism of nestmate recognition in honey bees and stingless bees. As a postdoctoral research fellow at the University of 
Arizona she worked on size variation in Bumble Bees.  Margaret is interested in the behavioural and evolutionary biology of 
social insects, specifically the evolved, adaptive behaviours that have contributed to their ecological success.  For the final 
main lecture of the day, Margaret will explain ‘The Mechanisms of Guarding and Nestmate Recognition in Bees’. 

 
Carol Gilbert  has been an Environmental Health Officer since 1976, and worked both for Local Authorities and the private 

sector– her interests are food and safety within the EH field.  She has kept bees since about 1980; she is a keen gardener and 
craftswoman (when she has the time).  Carol is familiar to many of us as Alan Byham‟s wife, and when asked how she likes to 
spend her leisure time, she said “I enjoy travelling and spending time with my lovely husband!”.  She is the perfect person to 
present -  ‘Risks & Responsibilities from Hive to Jar’.  

  
Alastair Welch  is a Master Beekeeper, an examiner for the BBKA Basic Assessment and The General Husbandry Certifi-

cate, is a member of Bee Farmers running a number of his own hives and has taught beekeeping for many years at Blackhorse 
Apiaries, Woking. He currently runs courses for his local association, Farnham both for beginners and for those wishing to take 
their Basic Assessment. In his seminar ‘Taking the General Husbandry Certificate’ he will give you an insight into what is 
involved, how to approach taking this assessment, what the assessors are looking for and how to prepare.  
 
Alan Byham is well know to many beekeepers in the South as Regional Bee Inspector and also for his excellent lectures at 
our various meetings and conventions.  His seminar for the 2012 convention,  ‘Bee Health - Upcoming Issues’, discusses 
some of the current bee health issues, including some of the less common brood viruses which appear to be on the increase.  
 
Rosemary Moon describes herself as an eco-gastronome and food activist.  The author of 18 cookery books, a broadcaster 

and food consultant, she has worked freelance for 30 years, during which time she owned both a deli and a catering business. 
She spent 9 months at BBC Pebble Mill presenting Dish of the Day on BBC1, also „appearing‟ on radio in Woman‟s Hour and  
Veg Talk. She was also very involved with Waitrose for over a decade, with their publications, events and training of special ist 
staff.  Rosemary blogs about local food in Chichester. She will be talking about, and demonstrating ‘Cooking with Honey’. 

 
Shopping 
The convention is also a great opportunity to stock up on equipment and reading matter for the coming season.  As usual 
Paynes Southdown Bee Farms will bring a tremendous range of equipment and books to the convention, so don‟t forget your 
shopping list! 
 

The Convention Fee for West Sussex Beekeepers Association Members is £20 for the whole day if paid in advance (received 
by Monday 20th February), and £25 for non-members, or on the day (subject to space being available and the choice of semi-
nars may be limited).  Tea and coffee during the day are included, and so also, for the first time this year, is a simple lunch.  
Should you require further details, please contact Christine Stevens on 01243 533559 or email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com 
or see the website www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex  
 
Attached is an application form that can be used for up to two delegates. This should be completed and returned with your 
cheque, made payable to the WSBKA, to Christine Stevens as soon as possible.  It will be acknowledged with tickets and a 
location map, for which a stamped addressed envelope would be appreciated.   

mailto:wsbkaconvention@googlemail.com
http://www.wsbka.org.uk/


To: Christine Stevens, 24a Haleybridge Walk, Tangmere, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 2HG 
 

Please send me  ……..  tickets for the WSBKA Convention to be held on Saturday 25th  

February 2012. I enclose a cheque for £………. made payable to „WSBKA‟.  (Tickets price £20 

each for WSBKA members, £25 each for non – WSBKA members) 
 

A stamped addressed envelope for return of tickets and map would be much appreciated 
 
 

DELEGATE 1    (please print)    
 

Name………………………………….................………. Telephone No.  ………..........….…..…… 
 
Address  …………………………………………………………………………………………….……  
 
..................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Post Code  ………………………   Email   …………………………………………………………… 
 
I am a member of ..................................................................Beekeepers Association (if any) 
 
Seminars -  In case your first choice is over-subscribed, please indicate your order of preference 
 

Seminar 1 (you can attend one of these) Preference 
 

i) Pollen Examination in Honey - Dinah Sweet First / Second / Last 
 

ii) Risks & Responsibilities from Hive to Jar – Carol Gilbert  First / Second / Last 
 

iii)  Taking the General Husbandry Certificate - Alastair Welch  First / Second / Last  
 

Seminar 2  (you can attend one of these) 
 

iv)  Honey Bee Pheromones – Dr Ivor Davis  First / Second / Last  
 

v)  Bee Health - Upcoming Issues – Alan Byham  First / Second / Last 
 

vi)  Cooking with Honey – Rosemary Moon  First / Second / Last 
 
 

DELEGATE 2    (please print)    
 

Name………………………………..........…....…………. Telephone No.  ……………............…… 
 
Address  …………………………………………………………………………………………….……  
 
..................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Post Code  ………………………   Email   …………………………………………………………… 
 
I am a member of ..................................................................Beekeepers Association (if any) 
 
Seminars -  In case your first choice is over-subscribed, please indicate your order of preference 
 

Seminar 1 (you can attend one of these) Preference 
 

i) Pollen Examination in Honey - Dinah Sweet First / Second / Last 
 

ii) Risks & Responsibilities from Hive to Jar – Carol Gilbert  First / Second / Last 
 

iii)  Taking the General Husbandry Certificate - Alastair Welch  First / Second / Last  
 

Seminar 2  (you can attend one of these) 
 

iv)  Honey Bee Pheromones – Dr Ivor Davis  First / Second / Last  
 

v)  Bee Health - Upcoming Issues – Alan Byham  First / Second / Last 
 

vi)  Cooking with Honey – Rosemary Moon  First / Second / Last 
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